
4CORE serves Southwest Colorado as the leading resource for the effective and
 efficient use of energy to promote and sustain vibrant local communities.

Turn off all your lights. If you like to have one on at night to deter break ins, put it on a 
timer from 7 PM to 12 AM.

Unless you need computer equipment running when you are gone, unplug all your 
printers, devices and their chargers (which can draw power even when your equipment 
is not plugged in). Additionally, you won’t likely be needing your internet running, so be 
sure to power down and unplug routers. 

Any electronic in your home that has a small glowing red, blue, or white dot or a digital 
clock (best found at night when all your lights are  off) is drawing energy. Unplug those 
and save some money!

Turn down your thermostat to 55 degrees or if you have a programmable thermostat, 
make sure it is reprogrammed for when you are gone.

Hold all your mail and newspapers to prevent a ‘pile’ that will indicate to burglar that 
you are not home. Added bonus: If they aren’t being delivered, that is potentially less fuel 
needed!

Consider turning off your main water valve to your home, or at least to your appliances. 

Close your curtains and blinds to retain heat and to deter people from scoping your 
goods.

Make sure any food that will spoil from the refrigerator is composted or moved to the 
freezer. Don’t feel like you need to empty the freezer- the more goods you have in there, 
the more efficiently it will run!

Consider asking a neighbor or friend to drop by and check on things and make sure they 
know how to get in touch with you if the pipes freeze or an emergency arises.
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